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oby fiy found in Worthern Imzon, conmmonly

called “ipoa™, is an important fchery i the

Philippines that iz threatensd by imTeasing

demand and exploitaden of the resounce. The

condnuing decline of the “jpon™ population calls
for effectve fcheries manmagement @nd conservadom.
Unfornmately, effectve management efforts are hindared by the
unresolved identifies of the moby @y species which coatprize
“ipon ™ Hare, we provide the fitst repont of dwaous ocellaris as
one of the spedes inchided in the “ipon™ fishery in Apari
Cargyan We nsed the mitechendrial gene cyiochreme C omidzsa
subamit 1 (CO1), that is weed by the Intemationsl Barcode of
Lifa {T80L) ac a standsrd teoonemic DA marker for verebrats
cpecies. The remlts provide impormnt informston oo the
identity of “ipen™ which ic vimal to enswming the swsminabilicy of
the resoarce.
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Grolyy fry are greatly wvalued food Gich in the PaciSc, the
Caritbesn, Cenfal America, and the Indian Ocean In the
Philippinas, goby fy, which are commonly callad “jpon™ in
Korthem Inzen, are often exploited for fermentstion and are
knowm to be used as primary ingredient for the most expensive
fizh pastes in the country (Fuddle 1993, Bell 1889). They are
mastly fimmd in Nonhern ITnzon (EEAR 103%) bt sishtings
heve been recordad in some places in Seuthern hindsnso, Thess
spedes are catsdropyous, descending o sea for spemming, and
then rehrning upsiream o freshmater habitats during a precisaly
limmifed season (Fuddle 1063

In the early 1930s, there weme already inpressive yields of
“ipon” in MNerthern Duzon Unfertonately, the inreased demand
for these post-lamvee gobies through the yesrs has eacouraged
the development of wvarious caphure methods to moease the
yields, thersby subjecting the resource o overfiching (Eell
18049}, Draspite manazerment and concervatien efomns, such as the
Ficheries Administragive Oewder Mo, 9 s 1959 entitled
“Regulstions for the comservaton of certxin spedes of fish
commmonly called “Ipon™ in the northemn province of Iazea™
{BEAF. 1839), the ourent stans of “ipea™ fishenies is dire In
view of this, proper mansgement of the “ipon™ resqurce ic
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