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Extreme concentration of marine biodiversity and exploitation of marine resaorces in the Coral Triangle pose challenpes o
bicgeographers and rescurce managers. Comparative phvlogengraphy provides a powerful tool to test bing=ographic hypotheses
evoked to explain spedies richness in the Coral Triangle It can also ke used o delinsate management units for marine resources.
Alter about a decade of phylogeagraphical studies, patterns for the Coral Triangle are emerging. Broad connectivity in some species
sapport the notion that larvae have maintained penes Bow amaong distant populabens for lorg pericds. Other phylogecgraphic
patterns suggest vicariant events resulting from Fleisiocene sea level flucinations, which have, at laast acrasionally, resulted in
speciation. Divergence dates ranging back 1o the Miocene supgest that changing lind configurations may bave precipitated an
explosion of species diversibcation. & synthesis of the marine phylegecgraphic stodies reveals repeated patterns that corroborate
by pothesized bingeographic processes and sizgest improved management schemes for marine resaurces.

L. Introduction encompasses much of Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines,

Bruned, Timoar CEste, Papoa Mew Guinea, and the Soloman

The Coral Triangle is well recognized as the global apogee [slands and is also varionsly referred to as the East Indies

of marine biodiversity, with species richness incrementally
decreasing from this region eastward across the Pacific Ooean
and westward across the Indian Ocean [1, 2]. This center

Triangle (e.p, [3-5]), the Indonesian and Philippine Region
[&6]. the Indo-Malay-Philippine Archipelago |7, 8], and a
variety of other names [2]. 1t has also been referred w0 as



