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Editorial

It 1= widely recopnized by the Southeast A=an comntries
that the wealth of the region’s aquatic resources which was
once asmumed as infinite, needs to be property managed
to ensure therr sustainable contribotion te food secunty of
the repion’s prowmg population. Barlier, the introduchon
of the Exclosive Econemic Zones (EEZs) in the 705 and
the adoption of the United Hations Convention en the
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS5) in early 1980s, allowing
coastal States to manage and nse the resources withm
their EEZs that extends 200 nawtical miles (370 km) from
ther respechve coasts, had been considered significant
steps towards marine resomrces management. Such
extended nahional jorisdiction was a welcome approach
at the begmming, but later marry coastal States began to
expenence the consequences of over-exploitation of the
resgurces to obtam maamum benefits from fshernes m
therr EEZs. By early 19%0s when it has become clearer
that the fishery resomrces could no longer sustain the
rapid and wncontrolled exploitabon and development
of fishenes, the earher approach had been re-stroctored
towards fisheries management that embraces conservation
aswell as environmental and social considarations. This lad
to the development and sobsequent adeption of the Code
of Condoct for Eesponaible Fisheries (CCRF) in 1995,

In order to farcilitate the implementation of the CCRF in
Southeast A<ia SEAFDEC repgionalized the OCRF starting
in 1998, to take mto consideration the specificihes of the
regon’s ishenes. With the cooperation and support from
the SEAFDEC Member Countries, a series of Regional
Guidelines were published by SEAFDEC incloding the
Regional Guidelines for Responsible Fishenes m Southeast
Asia- Eesprmaible Fisheries Management wwhichwas prnted
in 2003. This Fegional Guidelines was based on Article 7
of the CCEF btut wnth addibonal provisions that tock inte
consideration tha 2(00] Resolution and Flan of Action on
Sustainable Fisheries for Food Secunty for the ASEAN
Region which were adopted during the ASEAN-SEAFDEC
Conference onSustamable Fisheries for Food Secnrity in the
New Millenninmm- “Fish for the People™ n Movember 2001.



