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Eastern Little tuna or kawakawa (Endfiynanrs qifinis) is one of the commercally important tonas
in the Philippines and in the Southeast Asian region Therefore, ifs sustainability needs to be
ensured by effective management. Unfortonately, knowledze on the stock stroctore of this
migr atory species in the region, needed for management, is nnclear. Here, we stodied iis genetic
population strochore neing 3 M bp mitechondrial DNA control resion (DHloop) marker Thirty-
five samples collected in five areas aronnd the Philippines (Aparri, Palawan, Cagayan de Cro,
Tawi-Tawi, and Davac) and thirteen from Peminzolar Malaysia (Panzlkor Island, Penang) were
sequenced and analyzed Forty five haplofype sequences were homologons (#99440] to each other
while three {(all from Alalaysia) were divergent (30%4) sequences indicating misidenfification
Haplotype distribution, low overall F, valne and non-concordant phylogeseraphic srooping
of the haplotypes indicated that eastern litfle tona is panmiting in Sontheast A=ia_
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Eactern litde nuna or kawakawa, Eurlpmns qifine (Cantor
1849%, a small epipelamic, migratory, nertic tma is one
of the major commercial fma species being caught
worldwids. Iix prodwction has steadily increased from
20,0000 tens in 1950 to gbout 280,000 tons in 2006 (FAD
200}, In the Philippines, ezstemn little tuna remaine an
important commercizl fich species being landed in the
coumity in terms of volums (BAS 2006). Majoriny of
eastern litde tma caught by the commercial fisheses of
the conniTy is expored o procesced’ canned form becanca
there is oo existing frech or dried export markst. Cm the
other hand | catches from onmicipal fisheries poas directly
to the domectic market for local consumption The eastern
Listle nma population is reladvely healthy in spite of the
fact that many of the counTy’s fishery resources have

almady shommsizns of everemploitsion and decline (Bamt
et al 2003; Barut et 21 1007).

Becausza of its commercial importance and migratory
nafure, eastemn little tona should be properly studisd
and mamamed to ensure its sostainsbility. To do this, the
stmchare of its stock in the Philippines and in Seathesst
Asis pesds to be elucidated. It is extremely impontans
to know whesther 2 or mere local commumities or, oo
a regional scale, countries, chare one stock of exstern
listle tuna do that collaboratve fpe of management
stratemy has to be inifiated. A stock consists of randorely
interbrepdine mambers whose genstic integrity persizis
whathar they rereain spatialty and temparally isplated as
a group of wheter they altemately segremate breeding
and etherwice mix freely with members of other unir
stocks of the same species. Population or steck smucturing
could therefpre refer to whether or not the toml stock or
pepulation exhibit subpopulations er sub-:st breeding
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